EATABUG | OUTDOOR OPTICS | ECO-CLEANSERS | CHINA WANTS OUR COAL

Logo Land

In the struggle to shop responsibly, its casy to get befuddied by all those eco-certification

stamps, which now number in the hundreds. What da they mean? Are they legit? This chart
detalls a few of the most trustworthy. —Awvital Binshrock and Natalya Stanko
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U.5. DEPARTMENT OF Food and The product is free of hormones, anti- Farmiers can use certain synthetic
AGRICULTURE p i blotics, genetl synthetic pesticides and still get the seal.

Items. fertilizers, and mest synthatic pesticides, If
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BCORPORA - -
profit “dedicated to using and products | (80 out of 200} after being rated on a per year 1o be certified; small busi-
the power of business to frommany | range of factors related to it environmen- s pay $500,
sodve social and environ- eConomic | tal and soclal practices.
mental problems® sectars |
GREEN ELECTRONICS Computers, Praducts are awarded a gald, silver, or EPEAT' board of adviser s
COUNCIL, a nonprofit maonitors, bronze seal based on their efficiency level manufacturers wheose products have
that brings “focus to the and ather and the manufacturer's commitment ta eamed the seal and retailers who sell
special issues of electron- electronic reducing toxic materials and lengthening products with the seal,
Ics and sustainability” devices the praduct’s life cycle, |
MARINE STEWARD- | seafood Certifies that seafood comes from fisheres The factors used to define a fishery as |
| SHIP COUNCIL, which that don't have been criticized f |
| “develops standards for : environmental degradation. belng too broad. |
| sustainable lishing and |
seafood traceability”

@& | FOREST STEWARDSHIP Paper and Affirms that businesses are sourcing Certification costs maney. Also, some
COUNCIL, a nanprafit wiotd paper and wood from suppliers that use of the council’s leaders have financial
that advocates for the re- products sustainable forestry practices such as ties to operations certified by the
sponsible cane of forests erosion control and that preserve habitats group.

| andwatersheds,
i e
WATERSENSE, an EPA Water-using | The EPA licenses varlous arganizations to | The program partners with KB Home,
program that promotes fisturesand | certify products’ water efficiency. New | ahousing manufacturer that the EPA
“water-efficient prod- newhomes | hemes must have a front yard thatsona + fined in 2006 for violating the Clean
wcts, programs, and | water budget. | Water Act.
practices” I
GREEM SEAL, a nonprofit Papier, paint, It depends on the product or service. Soap. Certification costs money.
that has been "helping restaurants, ho- | must be free of carcinogens, for instance,
beg tels, and and hotels must have water-saving
A in a real and effective other goods flxtures,
| way since 1989° and services
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