GREEN SEAL CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST

Standard Number:
GS-1 Fifth Edition (September 1, 2011)
Standard Title:
Sanitary Paper Products

A.  MANUFACTURER AND PRODUCT INFORMATION:

1.  Manufacturer’s Name:
_____________________________________________

2.  Product Name(s):
____________________

_______________________________________________________________

3.  Product Type(s), Style(s), or Model(s):
___________________________

_______________________________________________________________

4.  Manufacturer Contact & Title:  _______________________________________________

5.  Telephone No.:____________________________________________________________

6.  Fax No.:
____________________________________________________________

7.  Facility Name:
____________________________________________________________

8. Address:
____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

9.  State/Province:
_____________________
10.  Zip/Postal Code:
__________________

11.  Country:
____________________________________________________________

B.  REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION:

1.  Name:
__________________________________________________________________

2.  Signature:
____________________________
3.  Visit Date:
__________________

4.  Time in:
______________________
5.  Time out :
__________________

Notes:
____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

	REQUIREMENTS

	Y
	N
	NA
	NOTES

	1.0
Organization, Regulatory Compliance, Category and Product Definition
	
	
	
	

	1.1
Have the manufacturer provide an organization chart.  The chart must describe the key relationships between:

-
product development

-
production

-
quality control

-
environment and safety
	
	
	
	

	1.2
Have the manufacturer provide information on:

-
number of employees at this facility

-
facility size (in square feet or square meters)

-
production capacity
	
	
	
	

	1.3
Have the manufacturer provide a manufacturing flow chart, including descriptions of major equipment used.

NOTE:
Green Seal requires written notifications from manufacturers regarding any design or production changes to the certified product or products.
	
	
	
	

	1.4
Have the manufacturer provide a statement that it has not violated any applicable environmental regulations in the past 6 months. 
	
	
	
	

	1.5
Have the manufacturer identify the environmental compliance personnel and/or provide description of environmental compliance program.
	
	
	
	

	1.6
Have the manufacturer provide descriptions of the products submitted for Green Seal evaluation, including the following information (as applicable):

-
product name

-
brand name

-
product code

-
product description

-
grade

-
color

-
size (dimensions)

-
weight

-
recycled content.

	
	
	
	

	2.0
Product-Specific Performance Requirements 
	
	
	
	

	2.1      Product Performance.  Product performance requirements shall be consistently measured on either the unconverted (parent roll) or converted product depending on facility procedures.  Testing shall be conducted under controlled and reproducible laboratory conditions.  In addition to the measured performance requirements, the product shall e made in accordance with reasonable industry practice.

	
	
	
	 

	Product

Basis Weight

Grammage(a)
(lbs/ream(b))

(g/m2)

Institutional Paper  towels –hard wound

15 – 35

24.4 – 56.9

Institutional Paper  towels –center pull
11 - 28
17.9 – 45.6
Institutional Paper  towels –folded

15 - 35

24.4 – 56.9

Institutional Paper  towels –kitchen roll

11 - 30 

17.9 – 48.8

Retail paper towels – folded

15 - 35

24.4 – 56.9

Retail Paper towels –  kitchen roll

11 - 30

17.9 – 48.8

Paper napkins

9 – 28.5

14.6 – 46.4

Bathroom tissue

8 – 22

13.8 – 35.8

Facial tissue

8 – 19

13.0 – 30.9

Toilet seat covers

8 – 10.5

13.8 – 17.1

Placemats/Tray liners

26 – 40

38.5 – 59.2

Table coverings

15 - 22

22.2 – 32.6

2.1.1  Basis Weight (grammage).  Basis weight (grammage) shall be measured according to Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry (TAPPI) T 410 or International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 536.  It shall also meet the following requirements when measured as grams per square meter (g/m2, SI Units) or pounds/ream (lbs/ream, English units):

(a) See TAPPI T 1210 Table 1, Section 1.1 for conversion factors (Basis weight [pounds/ream]*1.6275 = Grammage [grams per square meter]).
(b) Based on a 24 inch x36 inch -500 sheet ream, or 3000 sq. ft
	
	
	
	

	2.1.2  Tensile Strength (Dry and Wet). 
Product characteristics shall be measured for tensile strength in the machine direction (MD) and cross direction (CD) using the methods described in either section 3.1.2.1 or section 3.1.2.2. 


	
	
	
	

	2.1.2.1  Tensile strength using TAPPI T-494/456.  Product characteristics shall meet the following requirements when tested according to TAPPI T-494 or ISO 1924/3 (dry tensile strength) and TAPPI T-456 (wet tensile strength), as measured in gram force/inch (gf/in, English units).

Product

Dry Tensile Strength(a)
Wet Tensile Strength 

MD

CD

MD

CD

(gf/in)

(gf/in)

(gf/in)

(gf/in)

Institutional paper  towels –hard wound

1700 - 3100

600 - 2000

250 - 850

100 - 700

Institutional paper  towels – center pull

400 - 1500

100 - 800

100 - 500

50 - 200

Institutional paper  towels –folded

800 - 2700

200 - 1300

230 - 600

90 - 400

Institutional paper  towels –kitchen roll

400 - 1300

100 - 650

100 - 350

50 - 200

Retail paper towels – folded

800 - 2700

200 - 1300

230 - 600

90 - 400

Retail paper towels –  kitchen roll

400 - 1200

100 - 640

100 - 300

50 - 170

Paper napkins

400 - 1100

230 - 570

--

--

Bathroom tissue

140 - 900

50 – 450

--

--

Facial tissue

250 - 750

80 - 250

15 - 80

8 - 40

Toilet seat covers

2 - 10

0.5 - 2

--

--

Placemats/Tray liners

--

--

--

--

Table coverings

--

--

--

--

(a) See TAPPI T 1210, Table 1, Section 2.1 for conversion factors 

(1 gf/in = 0.3886 newton/meter (N/m); 1 ozf/in = 10.945 N/m)     -- = no requirement

	
	
	
	

	2.1.2.2  Tensile strength using TAPPI T-576.  Product characteristics shall meet the following requirements when tested according to TAPPI T-576 (dry and wet tensile strength, as measured in gf/3in (English units).
Product

Dry Tensile Strength(a) 

Wet Tensile Strength 

MD

CD

MD

CD

(gf/3in)

(gf/3in)

(gf/3in)

(gf/3in)

Institutional Paper  towels –hard wound
5100 - 9300

1800 - 6000

750 - 2550

300 - 2100

Institutional Paper  towels –center pull

1200 - 4500

300 - 2400

300 - 1500

150 - 600

Institutional Paper  towels –folded

2400 - 8100

600 - 3900

690 - 1800

270 - 1200

Institutional Paper  towels –kitchen roll

1200 - 3900

300 - 1950

300 - 1050

150 - 600

Retail Paper towel – folded

2400-8100

600-3900

690-1800

270-1200

Retail Paper towels –  kitchen roll

1200 - 3600

300 - 1920

300 - 900

150 - 510

Paper napkins

1200 - 3300

690 - 1710

--

--

Bathroom tissue

420 - 2700

150 - 1350

--

--

Facial tissue

750 - 2250

240 - 750

45 - 240

24 - 120

Toilet seat covers

6 - 30

1.5 - 6

--

--

Placemats/Trayliners
--

--

--

--

Table Coverings

--

--

--

--

(a) 1 gf/3in =  1.1658 N/m; 1 oz/in = 10.95 N/m
                 = no requirement


	
	
	
	

	2.1.3  Stretch and Water Absorbency.  

Product characteristics shall meet the following requirements when tested according to TAPPI T 494 or ISO 1924/3, or TAPPI T 576 for stretch, and TAPPI T 432 for water absorbency, as measured in % stretch or seconds of water absorbency:
Product

Stretch

Water

Absorbency

(%)

(seconds)

Paper  towels-institutional

2 - 22

0 - 160

Paper towels - retail

2 - 22

0 - 160

Paper napkins

2 - 22

0 - 180

Bathroom tissue

2 - 24

--

Facial tissue

2 - 24

--

Toilet seat covers

1 - 10

--

Placemats/Trayliners
1 - 10

--

Table Coverings

--

--

-- = no requirement

	
	
	
	

	2.2  Alternative Product Performance TC "3.8
Alternative Performance Requirements" \f C \l "2" .  Alternative test methods may be allowed for sanitary paper products or categories not specified in this standard.    A manufacturer must provide documented rationale for use of the method.  The method must be an objective, scientifically-validated method, conducted under controlled and reproducible laboratory conditions.  The results of the testing must meet performance ranges that are considered reasonable industry practice. 


	
	
	
	

	2.3  Product Specifications.  Products must contain the following minimum material specifications, (i.e., minimum product per roll/package).  Note that the conversion basis, consisting of the number of sheets and the sheet size, is provided so that a manufacturer can convert between the product in square feet and sheets per roll(a).  Any combination of sheet size and number of sheets is acceptable, as long as the minimum product per roll/package is met:
Product

Single Ply Specification

Multi Ply Specification

Minimum product per roll/package

Conversion Basis

Minimum product per roll/package

Conversion Basis

INSTITUTIONAL PRODUCTS

Bathroom Tissue

83 ft2/roll

800–3.75” x 4” sheets

41 ft2/roll

400–3.75” x 4” sheets

Facial Tissue –Flat Box

--

--

44 ft2/box

100-8” x 8” sheets

Facial Tissue – Cube/ Dispenser Boxes

--

--

37 ft2/box

85–8” x 8” sheets

Paper Towels –Hard wound or Center Pull

133 ft2/roll

200 sheets–8 inch wide roll

67 ft2/roll

100 sheets–8 inch wide roll

Paper Towels –Folded

84 ft2/package

150–9” x 9” sheets

42 ft2/package

75–9” x 9” sheets

Paper Towels – Kitchen Rolls

110 ft2/roll

160–11” x 9” sheets

58 ft2/roll

85–11” x 9” sheets

Paper Towels –General Purpose Wipes

125 ft2/box

200–9” x 10” sheets

62 ft2/box

100–9” x 10” sheets

Paper Napkins – Folded (used with or without a dispenser)

330 ft2/package

200–14” x 17” sheets

165 ft2/package

100–14” x 17” sheets

Paper Napkins –Beverage

69 ft2/package

100–10” x 10” sheets

34 ft2/package

50–10” x 10” sheets
Paper Napkins–Luncheon

117 ft2/package

100–13” x 13” sheets

58 ft2/package

50–13” x 13” sheets

Paper Napkins – Dinner/Guest Towel

97 ft2/package

50–16.75” x 16.75” sheets

48 ft2/package

25–16.75” x 16.75” sheets

RETAIL PRODUCTS

Bathroom Tissue

36 ft2/roll

350–3.75” x 4” sheets

18 ft2/roll

175–3.75” x 4” sheets

Facial Tissue –Flat Box

--

--

41 ft2/box

100–7.5” x 8” sheets

Facial Tissue – Cube/ Dispenser Boxes

--

--

35 ft2/box

80–8” x 8” sheets

Paper Towels – Folded

35 ft2/roll

60–9.1” x 9.25” sheets

17.5 ft2/roll

30–9.1” x 9.25” sheets

Paper Towels – Kitchen Rolls

80 ft2/roll

130–11” x 8” sheets

40 ft2/roll

65–11” x 8” sheets

Paper Napkins –Beverage

62 ft2/package

100–9.5” x 9.5” sheets

31 ft2/package

50–9.5” x 9.5” sheets

Paper Napkins–Luncheon

91 ft2/package

100–11” x 12” sheets

45 ft2/package

50–11” x 12” sheets

Paper Napkins–Dinner/Guest Towel
88 ft2/package

50–15” x 17” sheets

44 ft2/package

50–15” x 17” sheets

MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS

Toilet Seat Covers

250 sheets per package

--

--

--

Placemats and Other Table Coverings
--

--

--

--

(a) For example, bathroom tissue: number of sheets per roll = square feet per roll divided by sheet size (in2) multiplied by 144 (in2/ft2)).

- - = no requirement 

Alternatively, different sizes that generate better package or shipping efficiency may be permitted provided that the manufacturer submits specifications to demonstrate that they have improved the packaging and shipping efficiency


	
	
	
	

	3.0
Product-Specific Sustainability Requirements
	
	
	
	

	3.1  Fiber Requirements.  The fiber source shall meet one of the following:
The product shall be made from 100% recovered material;  The product shall be made from up to 85% agricultural residue, with the balance made from post-consumer material as required in section 3.2 herein;  The product shall be made from any combination of recovered material and agricultural residue, and the balance of the product shall meet the post-consumer material requirement in section 3.2 herein.

	
	
	
	

	For integrated mills where whitewater and/or wastewater recovery may cause contamination of the incoming recovered material furnish (stock), reclaimed mixed fibers containing virgin material may be acceptable as long as it can be shown, through mass balance calculations, that the amount of virgin fiber in the reclaimed mixed fibers is less than 0.5% of the incoming recovered material furnish (stock).
	
	
	
	

	For agricultural residue, the manufacturer shall document the original source of the material and the agricultural residue shall originate from a crop certified to the Rainforest Alliance Sustainable Agriculture Standard, or other approved third-party certification program. 


	
	
	
	

	3.2      Post-Consumer Material Requirements. 
Products made from recovered material shall meet the following requirements:

Product Type

Post-Consumer Material Requirement  (%)

Paper Towels, General-Purpose Wipes, and Napkins

50%

Bathroom Tissue

25%

Facial Tissue

15%

Toilet Seat Covers

25%

Placemats/ Tray Liners 

40%

Table Coverings

40%

 
	
	
	
	

	3.3  Post-Consumer Material Calculations.  The percentage of

post-consumer material shall be calculated and certified based on the fiber weight of the paper. The calculation of recycled content based on fiber weight shall be performed using the following formula for post-consumer material:
_______Post-consumer Material xYieldPC__________
Recovered Material or Agricultural Residue  x YieldR
Yield will depend on the product manufactured, the raw material, the level of contaminants and the cleaning and deinking technology employed.  The percentage yield shall be calculated by dividing the total material output by the total material input
.  The percentage of recovered material or agricultural residue and post-consumer material shall be calculated based on a weighted average of the materials used for a period of time not to exceed the previous three months.  


If a particular manufacturer's operating procedures do not provide for accurate yield measurements, the following shall be used as default values: 

Default Recovered Material or Agricultural Residue yield (YieldR): 75%

Default Post-Consumer Material yield (YieldPC): 75%  
	
	
	
	

	3.4  Source Reduction. Reserved.

	
	
	
	

	3.5  Material Processing.
	
	
	
	

	3.5.1 Processed Chlorine Free (PCF).  The papermaking process used to produce the products shall be PCF.


	
	
	
	

	3.5.2 Water Disinfection. Chlorine derivatives and biocides may be used to disinfect the incoming fresh water supply and recycled process water.  Product testing is not required, as long as the residual concentration of the chlorine derivatives and biocides used for disinfection is below the applicable maximum residual disinfectant levels in the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations found in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 141 at any location where chlorine derivatives and biocides are added to the papermaking process. Biocides must be registered with the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the Pest Management Regulatory Agency.

	
	
	
	

	3.5.3  Carcinogens, Mutagens, and Reproductive Toxins. 

The product shall not contain any papermaking additives or contaminants that are carcinogens, mutagens or reproductive toxins or that are known to produce or release carcinogens, mutagens, or reproductive toxins. An exception shall be made for titanium dioxide and carbon black used in colorants.

	
	
	
	

	3.5.4  
Optical Brighteners. Optical brighteners may be used as a papermaking additive at a dosage not to exceed 200 parts per million (0.02%) by weight as added to the papermaking process. This level does not include any optical brighteners that may be present in the furnish through the use of recovered materials.


	
	
	
	· 

	3.5.5  Colorants.  The product shall not contain any colorants as papermaking additives; an exception is allowed for products that would not contain colorants but for the addition of recovered materials.

Further, paper towels and general-purpose wipes, paper napkins, and placemats and other table coverings may be printed with colorants provided that these colorants contain a sum concentration of less than 100 parts per million, by weight (0.01%), of heavy metals including lead, mercury, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium.


	
	
	
	

	3.5.6  Biodegradability. Any papermaking additives used in the papermaking process, except for inorganic compounds, polymers, optical brighteners, and biocides, shall exhibit ready biodegradability in accordance with the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) definition, as follows. Biodegradability shall be measured according to any of the following methods: ISO 7827, 9439, 10707, 10708, 9408, 14593; OECD Methods 301A – F; or OECD 310. Specifically, within a 28-day test, the ingredient shall meet one of the following criteria: 

• Removal of Dissolved Organic Carbon (DOC) > 70% 

• Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD) >60% 

• % of BOD of Theoretical Oxygen Demand (ThOD) > 60% 

• % Carbon Dioxide (CO2) evolution of theoretical > 60% 

For papermaking additives that do not exhibit ready biodegradability in these tests the manufacturer may demonstrate biodegradability in sewage treatment plants using the Coupled Units Test found in OECD 303A by demonstrating DOC removal > 90%. 

An exception shall be made for papermaking additives that do not exhibit ready biodegradability, if the additive has low aquatic toxicity (acute LC50 ≥ 100 mg/L for algae, daphnia, or fish) and exhibits inherent biodegradability per ISO test methods 9887 or 9888 or OECD 302A-C. 

Testing is not required for any papermaking additives for which sufficient information exists concerning its biodegradability, either in peer-reviewed literature or databases. In the absence of experimental data, quantitative structure-activity relationship (QSAR) data from EPA's BioWin (EPISuite) models may be considered.
	
	
	
	

	3.5.7  Other Prohibited Substances.  The product shall not contain the following substances as papermaking additives or contaminants: 

· Chlorophenolic biocides

· Fragrances

· Heavy metals, including but not limited to lead, chromium, or selenium both in the elemental form or compounds

· Ozone-depleting compounds

	
	
	
	

	3.6 Animal Testing.  To avoid new animal testing, previous test results will be accepted as evidence of meeting a criterion.  When existing data are not available, the preferred methods for new testing include methods that replace, reduce, or refine animal use, particularly those recommended by the Interagency Coordinating Committee on the Validation of Alternative Methods or the European Centre for the Validation of Alternative Methods, unless indicated otherwise.  In addition, other non-animal (in-vitro) test results, modeling data, data from structural analogs, and other lines of evidence may be accepted, provided that the methods are peer-reviewed and applicable. Specific in vitro or modeling methods may be noted in the standard, but additional options may be accepted by the certification program.
Further, a mixture need not be tested if existing information demonstrates that each of the applicable components complies with the criterion.
	
	
	
	

	4.0
Manufacturing Sustainability Requirements
	
	
	
	

	4.1  Social Responsibility.  Documentation must be provided that the production of the product meets the following social responsibility requirements:
	
	
	
	

	4.1.1 Freedom of Association and Collective Bargaining. Workers shall have the right to join or form trade unions of their own choosing and their right to bargain collectively shall be recognized and respected. 


	
	
	
	

	4.1.2 Freedom of Labor.  There shall be no forced or bonded labor or use of child labor.
	
	
	
	

	4.1.3 Freedom from Discrimination. There shall not be discrimination in terms of race, color, sex, religion, age, disability, gender, marital status, sexual orientation, union membership, political opinion, national extraction or social origin such that it affects the opportunity or treatment in employment and there shall be no support or tolerance of corporal punishment, physical or verbal coercion, sexual or other harassment, intimidation or exploitation. 


	
	
	
	

	4.1.4  Occupational Health and Safety. A safe and hygienic workplace environment shall be provided with access to potable water. Adequate steps shall be taken to minimize the hazards of the workplace and workers shall receive health and safety training to prevent accidents and injury. 


	
	
	
	

	4.1.5  Conditions of Employment. Workers shall work under fair conditions of employment. Wages, working hours and overtime shall meet at a minimum the national legal or industry benchmark standard and regular employment shall be provided. 


	
	
	
	

	4.2   Manufacturing and Converting Reporting Requirements.  The following information shall be reported for processes including re-pulping, deinking, papermaking, product converting, and waste treatment (on-site or off-site facilities), on an annual basis or when any changes are made to the processes. If a manufacturer only does converting, then the supplier of the parent rolls will be required to provide additional relevant data. The facility shall also provide their total annual production of paper3 data as tons4. 
4.2.1  Air Monitoring. Air monitoring data shall be reported as required by the facility’s air permit. The data shall be reported at the frequency and units specified in the permit and the associated permit limits for monitored parameters shall be provided. 

4.2.2  Wastewater Monitoring. Wastewater monitoring data shall be reported as required by the facility’s wastewater permit. The data shall be reported at the frequency and units specified in the permit and the associated permit limits for monitored parameters shall be provided.

4.2.3  Solid Waste. Solid waste shall be reported as the tons of material entering an external solid waste disposal stream as an annual total. Solid waste such as waste packaging materials that cannot be recycled, shall be reported as tons based on the as disposed weight. Solid waste such as wastewater solids shall be reported as dry tons (i.e., wet tons multiplied by the fractional solids content).

	
	
	
	

	4.3  Effective as of January 1, 2012, Manufacturing and Converting Requirements – Water and Energy Use:

Manufacturers shall meet the following fresh water and energy use criteria, for combined processes including re-pulping, deinking, papermaking, product converting, and waste treatment (on-site or off site facilities).  If a manufacturer only does converting, then the energy and water use for the other processes (re-pulping, deinking, papermaking, and waste treatment) shall be supplied by the manufacturer of the parent roll.  If a manufacturer purchases market de-inked pulp (MDIP), then the supplier of the MDIP will be required to provide the energy and water use data associated with production of the MDIP.

The data shall represent either the total annual resource used divided by the total annual production of paper5 , or the total annual resource used to produce all grades of certified paper divided by the total annual production of all grades of certified paper6 .  This implies that estimation and allocation methods are acceptable.   

Fresh Water Use (gallons/ton of final product) (a)
Total Energy Use (millions of BTUs/ ton of final product) (b)
19,250

17.0

(a) gallons/T = 0.00417 m3/MT

(b) millions of British Thermal Units (BTUs)/T = 1.16 Gigajoules (GJ)/MT = 323.2 kilowatt-hour (kwh)/MT


	
	
	
	

	4.4
Distribution.  Reserved.

	
	
	
	

	5.0
Packaging Sustainability Requirements
	
	
	
	

	5.1
Primary and Secondary Packaging.  

Primary and Secondary packaging shall meet the following requirements, based on the packaging material type:

· Packaging made from paper or paperboard shall be recyclable, and made from 100% recovered material.

· Packaging made from containerboard (corrugated cardboard) shall be recyclable and made from 30% recovered material

· Packaging made from plastic shall be recyclable, or source‑reduced by 20%, or shall contain 25% recovered material content (pre- or post-consumer). 
Where a product’s packaging is below these levels, the manufacturer must demonstrate that efforts have been made to use the maximum available pre- or post-consumer material in packaging. An exception shall be made for packaging with an effective take-back program. 


	
	
	
	

	5.2
Colorants.  Packaging may be printed using colorants provided that these colorants contain a sum concentration of less than 100 parts per million, by weight (0.01%), of lead, mercury, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium.


	
	
	
	

	5.3
Heavy Metal Restrictions. Heavy metals, including lead, mercury, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium, shall not be intentionally introduced in packaging.  Further, the sum of the concentration levels of these metals present shall not exceed 100 parts per million by weight (0.01%); an exception is allowed for packages that would not exceed this maximum level but for the addition of recovered materials.  Further, intentional introduction does not include the use of one of the metals as a processing aid or intermediate to impart certain chemical or physical changes during manufacturing, where the incidental retention of a residual of that metal in the final packaging or packaging component is not desired or deliberate, if the final packaging or packaging component complies with the incidental concentration restrictions of 100 ppm.


	
	
	
	

	5.4
Other Restrictions.  Phthalates, bisphenol A, and chlorinated packaging material are prohibited from being intentionally introduced in packaging; an exception is allowed for packages with added phthalates, bisphenol A, or chlorinated packaging material solely from the addition of post-consumer material.

	
	
	
	

	6.0     Labeling Requirements
	
	
	
	

	Product Labeling: Have the manufacturer provide samples of product labels.
	
	
	
	

	6.1  Disposal.  The manufacturer’s label shall include a statement encouraging proper disposal of the product and encouraging recycling of appropriate packaging.  
If plastic, the packaging must be clearly marked with the appropriate Society of the Plastics Industry symbol to identify the type of plastic for recycling.  If the symbol is in a conspicuous location, the appropriate qualification of recyclability is required, as referenced in 6.1, such as “This product may not be recyclable in your area, see if accepted by your local program” or “only a few communities accept this package for recycling, check with your local program.”

	
	
	
	

	6.2
Statement of Basis of Certification.  Whenever the product claims to be certified to this standard, it shall be based on a third‑party certification program with an on-site auditing program, and shall state, unless otherwise approved in writing by Green Seal:
This product meets the Green Seal™ Standard for Sanitary Paper Products, GS-1, manufactured using environmentally and socially responsible processes, and made from YY with a minimum of XX% post-consumer material.

[Where YY is the material used (i.e. 100% recovered material, 85% agricultural residue), and where XX is the verified minimum level of post-consumer material].
 
	
	
	
	

	7.0     Quality Control/Assurance
	
	
	
	

	In lieu of the requirements below, the manufacturer may present documentation that the facility is certified as being in compliance with ISO 9001.
	
	
	
	

	7.1    Purchasing and receiving:

Are new sources of materials or parts evaluated to ensure compliance with specifications or purchasing documents?

Does the manufacturer have a documented method of ensuring that sources of materials or parts continue to comply with specifications?
	
	
	
	

	7.2    Manufacturing:

Is there documentation describing production methods and materials used?

Are records maintained to show that products are made in accordance with documented methods and materials?
	
	
	
	

	7.3  Finished product testing:

Are products identified by lot or batch number?

Are products inspected, tested, or otherwise evaluated to ensure proper performance?

Is measuring, inspection, and test equipment (equipment used in the evaluation of products submitted for certification only) calibrated?

Is the method of evaluation documented?
	
	
	
	

	7.4     Have the manufacturer provide a copy (or relevant sections) of it quality assurance/control manual.
	
	
	
	

	8.0
Marketing and Advertising
	
	
	
	

	8.1
Have the manufacturer provide copies of all marketing, sales, and advertising information on the product line.
	
	
	
	

	8.2
Have the company provide the name, website, and company graphic preferred for listing on our website.
	
	
	
	


� This document does not replace the standard as the source of information and requirements for certification.  Please refer to the complete Green Seal Standard for Sanitary Paper Products, GS-1, for additional details.  See the GS-1 standard, Annex A, for definition of italicized terms.
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